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A CELEBRATION OF GLASGOW

Glasgow has a very proud history – it is a self-made city.
It started as a hamlet - in 1530 it only had a population of 3000 and by 1914, the population had become one million.
Glasgow has created a world-class architectural heritage, with a stunning range of buildings that form its city centre and suburbs. The very
fine, pale and red sandstone buildings: mansions, terraces, tenements, public, civic and commercial buildings and offices, were a byproduct of a period of rapid and prosperous Victorian (1837-1901) expansion.
We have to thank our founding fore-fathers for their clever foresights and vision. Glasgow became a powerhouse and the second city of
the British Empire through their design. The successes of the early merchants, traders, industrialists and academics translated into a welldesigned city with a network of public utilities, roads, bridges, formerly tramways, railways and an underground system that we should
never take for granted. They also had the foresight to create the world-famous Clyde, from what was a stream by dredging and
straightening it to form one of the most significant rivers in the history of shipbuilding.
Glasgow has always been at the forefront of education, the University of Glasgow was formed in 1451 and it spawned many of the
significant developments in the modern world, including (1723-1790) Adam Smith’s ‘The Wealth of Nations’ - modern economics, (17361819) James Watt’s adaptation of the steam engine, which underpinned the Industrial Revolution, the surgeon – (1827-1912) Professor
Joseph Lister who discovered antiseptics and developed antiseptic-surgery techniques, and (1824-1907) William (Lord) Kelvin, who steered
the proving work on the first trans-Atlantic seabed cable.
Following the Act of Union (1707) and throughout the Georgian era (1714-1837) Glasgow burgeoned and prospered. It exploited the
trading advantages that were afforded by its location as the nearest UK seaport to North America. The Glasgow Tobacco Barons of the
period were both inventive and successful and this success spilled out into some of our early examples of Georgian buildings. The American
Wars of Independence (1775-1783) brought to an end a period of tobacco prosperity. Cotton and new links, which were forged with the
West Indies (sugar, coffee, timber, fruits) replaced this decline. As Glasgow approached the more industrial Victorian era and the Georgian
era was coming to an end, Glasgow had seen some significant developments with studies of Clyde dredging (1768), the formation of
Britain’s first Chamber of Commerce (1783), the formation of a police force (1786), the launching of the ‘Comet’ (1812), the first
commercial steamship, the introduction of gas lighting (1818) and the introduction of a basic railway network (1820). As Glasgow entered
the Victorian age (1837), it was already becoming a global shipbuilding superpower. Indeed, by the 1850’s it produced 80% of Britain’s
steamships and had become the largest shipbuilding centre in the world. During this period, Glasgow also produced one-quarter of the
world’s railway locomotives and became a centre for steel production. In 1870, Glasgow started to develop a tramway network that
extended over 270 miles of tramways and carried passengers to and from Clydebank, Springburn and Langside. The tramway was
electrified in 1899. In 1888 the City Chambers building was opened and in 1896, the Glasgow Underground carried its first passengers.
The Victorian era was undoubtedly a period of unrivalled prosperity for Glasgow. Much of the new architecture of Glasgow was formed
over this period as the city expanded west and south. The tenements in close proximity to the Clyde and the Victorian terraces, Park, Great
Western Road, the West End and the formation of Hyndland (1898-1910) and suburbs like our own Bearsden were expanded (1890),
together with Newton Mearns, Newlands, Whitecraigs and Pollokshields.
It has taken many characters to shape and build Glasgow and our strength is built upon both their successes and their hardships.
Glaswegians are known for our strength of character, our modesty, practicality, quick humour and our ability to laugh at ourselves and
indeed Edinburgh and the rest of the world.
Glasgow has a great story and a great future – it is appropriate that we take time to celebrate it !

Edward Chisnall
Edward (b 1941) trained at (GSA) the Glasgow School of Art
between 1960 and 1965.
Edward is a painter, author and a well known BBC radio broadcaster
who is an acknowledged expert on Glasgow. In addition to his work
with the BBC, he has also worked with the Greater Glasgow Tourist
Board and the Herald and Times.
Edward produced commissions for the Glasgow Garden Festival in
1988, the 1990 European City of Culture and he produced an
illustrated map of the Glasgow Tram Routes for the opening of the
new Clydeside Transport Museum.
The Gallery is delighted to have the opportunity to include one of his
collage paintings – a remarkable homage to Glasgow ‘The
Commonwealth of Glasgow’ (see right) . This study presents
Glasgow’s proud history and achievements across the centuries. It is
a very unique and historically important piece of art, which records
and translates Chisnall’s incredible body of Glasgow knowledge.
Edward Chisnall – the Commonwealth of Glasgow

The Song of the Clyde
By RY Bell and Ian Gourlay
I sing of a river I'm happy beside
The song that I sing is a song of the Clyde
Of all Scottish rivers it’s dearest to me
It flows from Leadhills all the way to the sea
It borders the orchards of Lanark so fair
Meanders through meadows with sheep grazing there
But from Glasgow to Greenock, in towns on each side
The hammers ding-dong is the song of the Clyde

Oh the river Clyde, the wonderful Clyde
The name of it thrills me and fills me with pride
And I'm satisfied whate'er may betide
The sweetest of songs is the song of the Clyde
Imagine we’ve left Craigendoran behind
And wind-happy yachts by Kilcreggan we find
At Kirn and Dunoon and Innellan we stay
Then Scotland’s Madeira that’s Rothesay, they say
Or maybe by Fairlie and Largs we will go
Or over to Millport that thrills people so
Mavbe joumey to Arran it can't be denied
Those scenes all belong to the song of the Clyde

Malcolm Cheape – PS Waverley

When sun sets on dockland, there’s beauty to see
The cry of a seabird is music to me
The blast of a horn loudly echoes, and then
A stillness descends on the water again
Tis’ here that the sea-going liners are born
But, unlike the salmon, they seldom return
Can you wonder the Scots o’er the ocean so wide
Should constantly long for the song of the Clyde
David Smith RSW
Tug Boats on the Clyde

Charles Jamieson MFA PAI PPAI
Riverside Construction

Hazel Vellacott – Caramel Wafer and China Cup

Denise Findlay – Glasgow Rose

Glasgow Cathedral

Ra Barras

Jinty McGinty’s

Bandstand, Bridgeton Cross

The Griffin

St George & the Dragon

The Curler’s Rest

King’s Café, Charing Cross

George Square

Carol Dewart

Colin Wilson
Buchanan Street

Robert Kelsey DA MUniv PAI FRSA
The University from Kelvingrove

Chris Jenkinson
King’s Cafe

Robert Kelsey DA MUniv PAI FRSA
The University from Kelvingrove

Mairi Aitken
Shopping Culture, Buchanan Street

Dominika Mayovich
(Glasgow’s) Jack and Victor
Dominika Mayovich
(Glasgow’s) Rab C Nesbitt

Michael Clark PAI
Glasgow Shoppers, Royal Exchange Square
Gerard Burns - Royal Exchange Square

Michael Clark PAI
The Glasgow Art Critics

Cecilia Forrest
Tartan Turrets

Laura Beveridge - Buchanan Street

Scott McGregor
The Horseshoe Bar

Garry Brander
Single or Diptych – Hydro Illumination (East and West)

Garry Brander - Open Tenement

Georgina MacMaster
(Inspired by the XX Commonwealth Games, Glasgow 2014 mascot, Clyde)
Garry Brander – Armadillo Illumination

Clyde and the busy bees

Painted for the show and featured on
the Front Cover of the Art Mag
(Scotland and North East England)
July/August 2014

Alison McWhirter - Commonwealth Blooms and Tunnock’s Teacakes
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The familiar story of the tyrannical wife and the poor,
put-upon husband !
By Will Fyffe (1885-1947)
Me and a few o' my cronies
One or two pals o' my ain
We went into a hotel and we did very well
Then we came out once again
Then we went in tae another
And that's the reason I'm fu'
We had six deoch and dorus and then sang a chorus
Listen, I'll sing it to you

Chorus:
I belong to Glasgow
Dear old Glasgow town
Well what's the matter with Glasgow
For it's goin' roon and roon
I'm only a common old working chap
As anyone here can see
But when I get a couple of drinks on a Saturday
Glasgow belongs to me
There's nothing in being teetotal
And saving a shilling or two
If your money you spend you got nothing to lend
Well that's all the better for you
There's nae harm in taking a droppie
It ends all your trouble and strife
It gives you a feeling that when you get home
You don't give a hang for your wife

James McDonald – A Roll and Chips
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