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GARRY BRANDER

DOMINIKA MAYOVICH

Garry Brander was born in 1983 and recently graduated with a BA (Hons)
from (GSA) the Glasgow School of Art in 2011.
Brander is a very likeable ‘free spirit’ who paints expressive imaginative
landscapes with a particular focus on sheds and huts set against simple,
non-cluttered backgrounds. He adds, in a typical humorous fashion - ‘My
buildings are like me – they are falling apart.’
He has always had a fascination with building-type materials and making
things – as a boy he favoured plasticine, building blocks, Lego and Meccano.
He also said that his big brother hogged the Nintendo, so he was forced to
draw to amuse himself. Uncertain of what to do as a career as he left school,
he then started instinctively to build garages, sheds and house extensions,
however he became unsettled and decided that his real interest lay in art
construction rather than physical building construction. He undertook an art
foundation and portfolio course including graphic design at Anniesland
College at the age of 21, before gaining entry to GSA.
Brander feels very strongly that he had to fight the teaching system at GSA
and he felt shunned and excluded as a student. He maintains that the
institution rejected his character and his desire to be a commercially
successful artist. In Mika Mayovich he found a kindred student spirit and they
formed a strong rebel alliance, that they both credit as getting them through
and out of art school.
Brander says that he has ‘wee worlds’ and ‘wee construction stories’ in his
imagination and his head and he enjoys releasing these buildings onto
canvas for you to enjoy. The good thing is, that at this stage in his career, you
don’t need a mortgage to buy them.

Dominika (Mika) was born in 1986 and recently graduated with a BA
(Hons) from (GSA) Glasgow School of Art in 2011.
Mika is an expressive portraitist. Her portrayals are modern and instantly
likeable, with the vibrant colours generating positive emotional
responses with the viewer. From a young age, Mika has always been
drawn to figurative studies and finds the act of reproducing the human
form very easy. In terms of technique she engages a loose painting style
with a focus on texture using vibrant colours to accentuate the
underlying variation in shades that are evident on any face. The effect
she creates is very dramatic, striking and pleasurable.
She is a young and energetic artistic talent – indeed the maturity of her
painting ability belies her age. I was keen to understand how such a
young artist could develop so quickly. From a very young age (she drew
on her parents walls at the age of two) Mika demonstrated a prodigious
talent. Perhaps some of the explanation lies in the structure of her
learning as, before she entered the Glasgow School of Art in 2007, she
had already qualified as a Polish artist from an art boarding school in
Rzeszow, South East Poland, close to where she was raised in Nisko.
Mika had to work long hours to pursue a rigorous art training on top of a
core educational curriculum. She then furthered her studies by entering
an art foundation course at an art college in Oxford, England.
Mika is a very determined person. Like Brander, she feels that GSA
sought to change and frustrate her artistic style rather than encourage it
- this made her even more determined to succeed. Judging by her skill
at this young age – like her paintings, she has a very bright future.
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